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Getting Started

• Select a time horizon
• Identify and assess all feasible 

adaptation treatments
• Consider combination treatments

• Minimize alterations to:
• Significant spaces
• Character-defining features and 

materials
• Important site and/or landscape 

features

Reduce 
Flood Risk

Maintain 
Historic 

Character

Feasible 
and 

Affordable

Factors to Consider

Resource(s) 
Characteristics

Technical Limitations 
and Feasibility

Site Context and 
Relationship

Site Impacts Non-Flood Work? Larger Context and 
Regional Traditions
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Resource(s) Characteristics

• Construction Type: Frame/Masonry
• Foundation Type: Slab/Crawlspace
• Resource type, number, and placement
• Existing resiliency?

Technical Limitations and Feasibility

Page 47
• Only appropriate for load-

bearing masonry buildings…
• Requires regular maintenance…
• Limited to floods three-feet or 

less in water depth
• Anything below EFRL must 

withstand hydrostatic forces

Site Context and Relationship
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Site Impacts

Non-Flood Work?

Source: Jennifer Smits / FEMA News Photo

Larger Context and Regional Traditions

• Current context: infrastructure, etc.
• Historic district: uniform or varied?

• Consistent entrance/porch height?
• Uniform set back?

• Traditional regional response to floods
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Common Code Requirements

Enclosures in Coastal Zones

Flood Vents
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Flood Vent Style

Maintaining Historic 
Character
Elevating on a New Foundation

New Foundation Height: Scale and Massing
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Foundation Design: Solid v. Open

Foundation Design: Illusion of Solidity

Larry Moss, NY SHPO

Access: Front Stairs
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Maintaining Historic 
Character
Elevating the Interior Structure

Avoid the 
‘domino effect’

Exterior Impacts

Finish floor

Finish floor
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Maintain historic 
entry

New floor below 
(or set back from) 

windows

Keep character-
defining spaces, 

features, and finishes

Design new 
features to be 

compatible

• Select a time horizon

• Find the most balanced 
adaptation treatment(s)

• Minimize alterations to 
historic spaces, features, 
and site

Summary
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